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ed by the author. By an irritation induced in the morbidly excitable secretory 

rauc T rr Mnc ’ an amount »f wood i,d Z 

S t,l “? and '"creased ^halation of watery 

Uin sa^ne “ nS ?‘ 1 " enCe ° f the i^al amount of fluid, containing ce> 

ta n sahne substance. ."solution, thus removed from the blood,this is rendered 
Bucher and less adapted to crculate through the smaller vessels. The freedom 
n , le h r, Uh '° n 13 St ‘ furll,er cri PP ,ed >’7 the diminution in the volume 

imin- hi’ Pr T E ', ‘ e heart ° f itS neccssar y 8tim “los of distention. The 
diminished mass and volume of the blood and defective action of the heart are 

rftheTunL Ts faiIUrC Wl ” Ch tatcS place !n the respiratory function 
of the lungs; which, m connexion will, the want of a due amount of blood in 

the capillaries, prevents the due development of animal heat. The biliary and 

rialsfaim wW h nS ,h re h U t SPen< ! ed •" COnse< l ucnce ° p a deficiency of those mate- 
while d,! r e ,u , U " ne a «Waboratcd by tl,e liver and kidneys, 

rial bl™ 1 2? 7 mu f are pr ° duccd b >’ the lcsse "e<> amount of arte- 

7on 1 r T U T aB> ' the VCMels of ,hc brain. No accurate opi- 
men,, t , C f0 ,T Cd n° f o' corrcctne3s of th «c views unless the facts and argu- 
ments adduced by Dr. S. in their support are carefully studied. 

that wh!hT n h ° f ,! 1C ■er'rW a’agaa of cholera which the author details is 
tliat which he has himself found most successful. In its general features it 
is unquestionably judicious. We have found, however, the lancet, but more 
especially cups to the abdomen, an important remedy in a larger number of 
cases and at a later period of the disease than those to which Dr. S. restricts 

to^et ° f ‘ he ^ hC b ‘ inclined 

We recommend the present essay to our readers, fully persuaded that they 

, d ?.* 1Ve m^ttaiction from it p agcs, even though they should not adopt en- 
tirely the pathological or therapeutical views of the author. D. F. C. 

XVI A Report of ties Method and Result, of the Treatment for the Malignant 
Cholera, by small and frequently repeated doses of Calomelwith an Inquiry into 

an f ° ng r , 1 ° f "‘ C Com P ,aint ' wUh “ ritw to a more just appreciation 
of the Means for ,ts Prevention and Cure. JFilh numerous Illustrative Cases. 
By Joseph Atbe, M. D. Member of the Royal College of Physicians of Lon- 
don, and late Physician to the General Infirmary-,-to the General Disncn- 
sary,—and to the Lying-in Charity of Hull. London, 1833. pp. 167. 

■ 7 !-T- ,8 ." e ! kn0Wn in 11,15 countr y by bis Treatise on Dropsy, and still 
better by his Observations on the Nature and Treatment of those Derange¬ 
ments m the Functions of the Liver and of the other Organs of Digestion, which 
produce what are denominated Bilious Complaints,” and which was republished 
here, anil received with n„ inconsiderable degree of favour. In the present 
work the author has extended the views sustained in the last mentioned publi- 

:s a summary ° f ur - A - vrc,s ° piniun 

its^altgnan^form!!! a*!^Ten and S< e!tir!'7s!at S i!n n of n tlm'sec'redion’ of^thc 
liver, and primarily, as the result of it, of a congestion of the portal circle, ^ 
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secretory system of reins of the liver; and, in the malignant kind, successively 
of those veins of the abdominal viscera and vertebral column, whose venous 
circulation is associated with them. 

**2d. That the congestion of these important systems of veins becomes a 
cause of a diminution, and at length, in the malignant type of the complaint, of 
an entire suppression of the secretion of the kidneys, and of a congestion of 
the vessels ol the chest, at the same time occasioning violent contractions of 
the voluntary muscles, with a disturbance in the nervous system. That from 
this state arises a great and general abeyance or collapse of the vital powers, 
and an interruption to the course of the blood through the capillary system of 
vessels, and to the changes it should undergo there; together with a loss of ani¬ 
mal heat, and a livid state of the surface as the results of it. 

“3d. That besides the physical interruption caused in the circulation by the 
congestion of the abdominal and hepatic, and at length of the thoracic and ver¬ 
tebral veins, there is an interruption given by it to those chemical changes of 
the blood, and to the expulsion from it of those noxious and excrementitial 
principles, which it is one purpose of the kidneys and liver and lungs severally 
to effect. “ } 

“ 4th. That beside the general effects in the system, the stomach and bowels 
become especially affected with a morbid irritation in their capillary system, 
which is caused in obedience to a law of the system, by which the congested 
state of the veins becomes an indirect stimulus to the arteries of the organs im¬ 
plicated in it. 

“ 5th. That the final cause of these efforts of nature appear to be, to over¬ 
come the congestion; while, pending the effort, and in default of succeeding in 
it, an increased current of blood is driven into the exhalant extremities of the 
mucous surfaces of the stomach and bowels, and a copious muco-serous secre¬ 
tion is profusely poured out from them. 

“ 6th. That in the cases where the congestion terminates spontaneously and 
favourably , it is by a renewal of the secretion of the bile, and frequently, in the 
English or common type of the complaint, by such a sudden and copious dis¬ 
charge of it as to occasion a copious purging and vomiting of that fluid. 

‘•7th. That where this remedial reaction does not take place, and the powers 
of life arc not overwhelmed by the congestion, thi?latter state becomes wholly 
relieved by an increased action taking place in the capillary system communi¬ 
cating with the congested veins, and an inflammation becomes established in 
the mucous tissues, and a fever as resulting from it, which, relatively to the 
stage of collapse, is appropriately termed consecutive, but which differs not in 
its nature and results, excepting in intensity, from the common bilious fever of 
tliis country. 

“ 8th. That this inflammatory action succeeding to the simply increased one 
m the mucous tissues of the stomach and bowels, becomes a remedy to the se¬ 
rous dejections and vomitings, and to the blue or collapsed stage; and is thus a 
remedy', though a morbid one, to the congestion which caused them; while the 
bowels become constipated, the urinary secretion restored, and the alvine dis¬ 
charges changed from their whey-like appearance, and perfectly fluid state, to 
the colour and consistence of tar. 

“9th. That the remote cause of the foregoing pathological conditions con¬ 
sists in a morbid irritation primarily set up in the stomach and bowels by a cer¬ 
tain malaria, assisted by unwholesome ingesta;—that the malaria is of a specific 
nature, and generated in certain localities conspicuous for defective drainage 
and other definite peculiarities, and modified or wrought into its state of ma- 
lignancy by certain concurrent, but unappreciable conditions of the atmos¬ 
phere; -that the specific malaria thus modified exerts its influence chiefly in 
the localities where it is generated, and where, from its concentration, it is cm- 
bued with the most power; and, lastly, that it affects within the range of its in¬ 
fluence almost exclusively those only of the community in whom a predisposi¬ 
tion ts induced by the habitual disuse of animal food, and by the derangement 
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ZftST* and r f the systc 7’* and which has resulted from an exclusive 
and, therefore, inordinate use of a vegetable and asccscent diet.” ’ 

The therapeutics of the author is exceeding simple— 

*■ sesssa 255 teK 

This agent he conceives to be calomel_ 

tn^t its effects be continued, so that all thpurli’intotmo „r i i * ,* 

hnirU F ™ “Penence m the effects of a small dose of calomel as of 

tlrllf ° r V” 1 "' 1 ,ave lon ff ascertained that for all the practical advan 

KKE? r gii e en f0 dos“of° ?t 

ca'iome 1 ! ! ^ cr on ? ma >' h:lre the opposite efrect ; Td%El! l a C ^nT^n n of 

g,ve„ in this disease, like a repletion from fomfmay occasion an unheahbv^ 

producing of a given efTcct upon the stomach, will be always ETeatlv wh n 
the line m which a given dose of a medicine mav be allownri nr , y ” 
well known that almost every active meilicine vines in ^ , b ° rne: “ “ 15 

ineear? T'” 0 ''/ 5 T ° f -r' ? f tI,is a Miliar instance is afTorded^yufeTrug 
ipecacuanha, whose dose, if minute, and repeated at wide intrrv.io k ^ 

bvt: 0 n th u ,l0 r chi ? i0n,ew, “‘‘ 

by the nausea it produces; and, finally, at iti maximum dose? it irritatesand 
acts as an emetic. And that which the ipecacuanha produces in itTaSrimum 
dose, as distinguished from that caused by the larger or largest ones of that 
medicine, it is believed that the small dose of the calomel effects with a sneeifie 
power on the liver, through its intermediate and mild agency on the stomach 
and which ,s distinct from that which would arise from a large dose from the 
property this last has to act as an irritant to the stomach, and thence to^om 
municate a morbid irritation to the liver.” e to com- 

In the premonitory stage Dr. Ayre gave the calomel in doses of one grain 
united with two or three drops of laudanum, and repeated hourly, or evTro 
ha f hour, for six or eight successive times, and then every six hours or twice 
a day for a short penod p. 81. In the stage of collapse he administered the 
same medicine in a single gram dose, made into a pill with bread rubbed into a 
mucilage with gum water, and so minute as to weigh, when drv, hut one gram 
and a half, taken every five minutes, and. with it a single drop 'of laudanum, or 
Battley s sedative liquor in a tea-spoonful of cold water, p. 82. I„ a few cases 
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of extreme severity, he gave two grains of calomel every five minutes for an 
hour or two, and then resumed the ordinary dose of one grain. Dr. Ayre seems 
to depend upon the calomel alone in the treatment of the disease. 

««in the view which 1 have now given,” he remarks, “ of the course of 
treatment pursued by me in this disease, it will not fail to be observed, that no 
allusion is made to any other means as auxiliary to the calomel. The truth is, 
that, with the exception of cataplasms of mustard to the stomach, which I some¬ 
times ordered, and, perhaps, as frequently forgot to order, and bags of hot 
sand to the feet, with a regulated allowance of cold water as drink, I resorted 
to no other means whatever , not even to a single trial of any other , than the calomel 
and opium; for, indeed, my intention was early formed to give an ample trial 
to this treatment; and having a strong conviction that it would be efficient,— 
and which my experience in the treatment early and abundantly confirmed,— 

I determined to unite no auxiliary means with it; since their effect would be 
either to compromise its success, or disturb the conclusions to be deduced from 
it, I considered, in fact, that if the use of emetics, or bleeding, or stimulants, 
or opiates in large doses, or the neutral salts forming the saline treatment, or 
any other of the many means adopted so profusely for its cure on its first en¬ 
trance into this country, and which were copied, generally, from the practice 
on the Continent, were necessary in any degree, even as auxiliaries to the calo¬ 
mel in removing the congestion, and restoring the secretion of the liver, that 
my notion of the nature of the malignant cholera must be unfounded, and es¬ 
pecially in respect to the relation which I assumed it to hold to the common 
cholera of this country, in which, 1 well knew, no such aids are needed. 

Our readers, we presume, are so satiated with the subject of cholera, that 
they will gladly excuse our not entering into the investigation of the correct¬ 
ness of the above views. It is almost unnecessary perhaps even to state that we 
are far however, from yielding to them our sanction. It does appear to us that 
it would be just as proper to assert that the suspended secretion of the kidneys 
is the essence of the disease, as that the suspension of that function in the liver 
is, and the argument adduced in support of the latter opinion is equally true of 
the former, viz. that the restoration of the secretion is follo wed by an ameliora¬ 
tion in the condition of the patient. But the suppression of both these secre¬ 
tions is a mere secondary result of the disease, a consequence of the excessive 
secretion from the gastro-intcstinal mucous membrane—an exemplification of a 
physiological law, that whenever one secretion is excessive, the others are pro- 
tionally diminished, or entirely suppressed. The indication in cholera, then, 
is to lessen the excessive secretion from the bowels, and we observe that as 
soon as this is effected, if the patient be not utterly exsanguineous, the other se¬ 
cretions arc restored. 

Dr. Ayre treated in private practice 219 patients, of whom 176 recovered, 
or three-fourths, a proportion not greater we believe than attended the treat¬ 
ment cf patients in private practice in this city. Be this as it may, however, we 
suspect that the success of Dr. Ayre’s treatment is mainly attributable to the 
cold water and small doses of laudanum, and that the calomel might with great 
advantage have been omitted. We entertain, at the same time, little doubt 
that the treatment we have commented on would be attended with far more 
favourable results than the stimulating and perturbating treatment so general¬ 
ly adopted in England and elsewhere on the first eruption of the epidemic. To 
those who still feel an interest in the subject, we recommend a perusal of Dr. 
Ayre’s work: the author’s opinions are fully entitled to a respectful consideration. 



